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Note of last Environment, Economy, Housing & Transport Board meeting
	Title:


	Environment, Economy, Housing & Transport Board

	Date:


	Tuesday 9 July 2019

	Venue:
	Westminster Room, 8th Floor, 18 Smith Square, London, SW1P 3HZ

	
	


Attendance
An attendance list is attached as Appendix A to this note
	Item
	Decisions and actions


<AI1>

	1  
	Chairman's Welcome, Apologies and Declarations of Interest
Deputy Chair Cllr Judith Blake welcomed members to the meeting.



</AI1>

<AI2>

	2  
	Environmental protection

Cllr Judith Blake gave an introduction on the work that Leeds City Council has done on tackling climate change and the ambitious goal of becoming a carbon neutral city. 

Cllr Judith Blake introduced Polly Cook from Leeds City Council. Polly Cook gave a presentation on the work the local authority has done to engage with the public and to Climate Change.

Members made the following comments

· The top energy users should be engaging with the council to find a way forward on their carbon footprint. The local authority needs to be the body that facilitates a conversation between business, stakeholders and the public.

· A creditable, transport plan is important to getting sustainable behaviours taken up by the public.

· The LGA should be sharing best practice on how to make all areas of a council climate aware and how to improve their services for the better. 

· Being realistic with campaign groups is important, as they will have large demands on what can be achieved from the local council.

· Climate change should be a standing item on agendas within councils.

· There is no national policy on aviation, and this leaves local authorities very vulnerable on dealing with climate change and local airports

Polly Cook responded

· Within Leeds, over 80% of the highest energy users have engaged with the local councils on projects.

· Depending on the event, different stakeholders will facilitate the meetings, which leads to greater ownership from the community on agreed actions.

· Leeds requiring developers to include climate measures in applications.

Cllr Judith Blake

· The LGA should consider guidance for councils seeking carbon neutral measures in planning applications.

Decision

Members noted the presentation.

Actions 


Send slides from presentation around to members.

Officers to draft a proposal on a Climate Change Task Force for the LGA Executive to discuss.




</AI2>

<AI3>

	3  
	End of year report and Priorities for 2019/20

Cllr Judith Blake highlighted the achievements of Environment, Economy, Housing & Transport Board and outlined the initial Board Priorities for 2019/20. Cllr Judith Blake asked members of the board to give feedback on next year’s Board Priorities.

Members made the following comments

· Councils being allowed to borrow for new housing developments will have massive benefits on social housing. However, funding for infrastructure around new housing developments is vital and should be included.

· Government needs to give greater clarity on waste and recycling, as councils are not sure how to move forward.

· Councils need advice on electric cars and parking. New housing developments need future proofing for the progression of electric cars.

· The government needs to continue with promised projects on rough sleeping.

· Rented electric scooters and bicycles need to be considered on a policy level for their impact on town centres.

· The board needs to continue the policy work on high streets.

Decision

Members noted the report



</AI3>

<AI4>

	4  
	Housing Update paper

Allchurch reported on the housing policy work that has recently been carried out for the

Environment, Economy, Housing & Transport Board.

Members made the following comments

· Homes England should be pushed to work on larger projects outside of London and the South East of England.

· Compulsory purchase powers is a big move for council. It would be useful to know how often local authorities fail to complete compulsory purchases, so lessons can be learnt.

· The private renting sector needs support from local authorities to ensure standards are raised. Social housing should also remain a massive part of board work.

Jo Allchurch responded

· Talks with Homes England have included questioning capacity gaps within local government support.

· The LGA will continue to make the case for social housing in all housing work.

Decision

Members noted the report
Action

An analysis to be undertaken on how many right to buy properties are now being rented out by private landlords.



</AI4>

<AI5>

	5  
	Minutes of the previous meeting

Members are asked to agree the minutes of the previous meeting.



</AI5>

<TRAILER_SECTION>

Appendix A - Attendance 

	Position/Role
	Councillor
	Authority

	
	
	


	Vice-Chairman
	 Cllr Judith Blake CBE
	Leeds City Council


	Deputy-chairman
	 Cllr Adele Morris
	Southwark Council

	
	Cllr Rachel Eburne
	Mid Suffolk District Council


	Members
	 Cllr Simon Dudley
	Windsor & Maidenhead Royal Borough

	
	Cllr Patrick Nicholson
	Plymouth City Council

	
	Cllr Catherine Rankin
	Kent County Council

	
	Cllr David Renard
	Swindon Borough Council

	
	Cllr Barry Wood
	Cherwell District Council

	
	Cllr Tony Newman
	Croydon Council

	
	Cllr Rachel Blake
	Tower Hamlets Council

	
	Cllr Michael Mordey
	Sunderland City Council

	
	Mayor Philip Glanville
	Hackney London Borough Council

	
	Cllr Peter Thornton
	Cumbria County Council

	
	Cllr Linda Gillham
	Runnymede Borough Council


	Apologies
	 Cllr Martin Tett
	Buckinghamshire County Council

	
	Cllr Louise Goldsmith
	West Sussex County Council

	
	Cllr Ed Turner
	Oxford City Council

	
	Cllr Gillian Campbell
	Blackpool Council
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